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INTRODUCTION 


nce more the people started to retrieve bits 
O and pieces of their lost sense of security. 
They were able to sleep , but it was a disturbed sleep in 
which dreams of a better tomorrow intermingled with 
the many worries burdening their minds Fears of 
possible Zionist double-dealing and mistrust of the 
American guarantees, anticipation of the coming cold 
winter, memories of the departure of loved ones and 
of the loss of a son or daughter, a brother or father, in- 
vaded every dream. 


Yet despite these never-ending nightmares, they 
began to throw off the everyday anticipation of death 
that they had experienced for the last 113 days. For the 
first time after the daily bombardment from all sides- 
from the air, sea, land, booby-trapped cars and time- 
bombs - the people expected a tomorrow. 


However once more they had to face the bitter facts 
as the devilish hand moved towards them, completing 
its journey from Rashidiyeh, Nabatiyeh, Ain El-Helweh 
and El-Miyeh Miyeh, from Tal El-Zaater, Kufr Qasim 
and Deir Yassin to Sabra and Shatila . 


While focusing attention on the Sabra-Shatila 
massacres, two facts should be underlined. The first is 
that this was not the product of some overnight planning 
but a move in harmony with the overall Israeli plan from 
its very beginning . This scheme was initiated, in one 
form or another, from the first day of the war on June 4, 


1982. 


Secondly, we must also note the slow slaughter of the 
Palestinian people in the south of Lebanon ever since the 
start of the war . Having emptied the camps of their men 
by killing, imprisoning and driving them away, the 
surviving women, children and elderly continue to live 
there under the torment of cold, hunger and fear. 


International Red Cross sources confirm that the fate 
of some fifty thousand people from the camps is still 
unknown. 


At this time, world public opinion, all peace-loving 
forces, states and governments that support the restora- 
tion of peace to Lebanon and to the Palestinian people, 
are called upon to strive to prevent a new round of 
massacres and to stop the slow but persistent genocide 
that is being practiced against our people under the 
mercy of a ruthless enemy and its agents in Lebanon. 
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- Sabra and Shatila camps before the war. 


- Centers of life. 
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THE MASSACRE: 
FACTS AND EVENTS 


Although the massacre actually began on the after- 
noon of Thursday, September 16, we shall begin by 
describing the situation as of Tuesday, the day the 
Lebanese President-elect Beshir Gemayel was killed. 
This was the day on which the effective decision was 
taken for the massacre to begin, according to plans made 
long before by the Israeli government. 


- The war is over. They have returned.... and yet!? 


TUESDAY- SEPTEMBER 14, 1982: 


On this day, as during the few preceding days in the 
wake of the agreement for a comprehensive ceasefire, 
the residents of the camps were returning after a long 
absence to their homes or more precisely to what re- 
mained of their homes having somehow been spared by 
the Zionist missiles. ‘They began once again to salvage, 
repair and rebuild. During those few days before the 
massacre, the camp took on the apearance of a work- 
shop laboured in by people whose love of life led them to 
start over once again for the third or fourth time without 


their determination or strength flagging. 


TUESDAY: 
THE DAY OF DECISIONS 


Even before the death of President-elect Beshir 
Gemayel, the hand which had begun the destruction 
prepared to complete its work with a final blow. 

- Before the death of Beshir Gemayel, a meeting was 
held between Amir Drori, the commander of Israel’s 
northern sector forces, which includes Lebanon, and 


the leadership of the Phalangist militias. 


- Sharon in Baabda. 
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- The planning of the operation. 
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- After the news of Gemayel’s death was broadcast, 
Drori and Lieutenant—general Eitan held another 
meeting with the Phalangist leadership in their head 
quarters. At this meeting they agreed that«the 
Phalangists should undertake their specially assigned 
task of going into the Palestinian camps.» They agreed 
upon subsequent meetings for coordination. In addition, 
an Israeli officer, who was not from the army but from 
the Mossad (Israeli intelligence services), was appointed 
specifically for communication with the Phalangist 
leadership. 


FROM MAJOR- GENERAL DRORI’S 
TESTIMONY BEFORE THE ISRAELI IN- 
VESTIGATION COMMITTEE 


- Major- General Drori informed General Yaron at 
10:00 PM (on Tuesday) of the plan to enter West Beirut. 
FROM GENERAL YARON’S TESTIMONY 


BEFORE THE ISRAELI INVESTIGATION 
COMMITEE 


- The decision to enter West Beirut was taken during 
two discussions. One of these took place between the 
Prime Minister and Chief of Staff around midnight on 
September 14. The second was with me (between the 
Prime Minister Begin and Sharon) and occurred 


minutes after the first. 
FROM WAR MINISTER ARIEL SHARON’S 
TESTIMONY BEFORE THE ISRAELI IN- 
VESTIGATION COMMITTEE 
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- Artillery guns are aimed at homes. 
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WEDNESDAY- SEPTEMBER 15, 1982 


THE INVASION OF WEST 
BEIRUT 


-At 1:00 AM on Wednesday, the roar of fighter planes 
penetrated the capital as they landed in the international 
airport of Beirut. 

- At dawn, Beirut was subjected to mock air raids for 
four hours. Afterwards, Israeli loudspeakers began to 
call upon the camp residents not to be frightened by the 
advance of tanks because they are coming to protect 
them «from the Christians and Phalangists.» 


FROM WITNESSES’ REPORTS 

- The Israeli forces began to advance supported by 

armoured vehicles from six directions: Ouzai, Janah, 

Bir Hassan, Mathaf (the National Museum), the port 
and the airport road. 


- At this time people in the camps were overcome with 
doubts. And yet, how long could they continue to flee? 
Most of them were in a state to confusion as to whether 
to believe the Israeli promises and American guarantees 
or to run away once again. Either way it was a difficult 
choice. 


SHARON IN BEIRUT 


- «I was in Beirut at 5:00 AM on the morning of 
September 15, when our forces began to advance upon 
West Beirut.» 


- «At 8:00 AM that morning I met with the Chief of 
Staff.» 
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- «Afterwards I met with the Phalangist leadership at 
their headquarters. Attending also were the head of the 
intelligence services, the head of military intelligence 
and a senior official from Mossad .» 

FROM SHARONS STATEMENTS BEFORE 


THE ISRAELI INVESTIGATION COMMIT- 
TEE 


- The Israeli Chief of Staff, Rafael Eitan, received a 
letter from Sharon stating: «One party has been 
authorized to lead the forces on the ground.... during 
the camp operation. Permit the Phalangists to enter.» 


This was testified to by Avi Dudai, Sharon’s assistant 
who wrote and sent the letter himself. He informed the 
investigation committee that he had written the letter 
exactly as Sharon had dictated it to him. He claimed to 
be unable to explain the letter’s meaning. 
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THURSDAY - SEPTEMBER 16 


THE ISRAELI FORCES TAKE UP 
POSITIONS AND THE MASSACRE 
BEGINS 


- As stated by their leadership, the Israeli forces «were 
covering the camps from all sides. Over 150 tanks and 
100 armoured carriers were surrounding the camps.» 


«Haaretz» 

- «The Israeli forces occupied three buildings, each 
seven stories high and located in the direction giving a 
full view of the network of narrow alleyways which make 
up the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps.» 


REUTER PRESS AGENCY 
- An Israeli colonel who asked not to be identified 
told a Reuter correspondant on September 16 that his 
men «are acting according to two principles: that the 
Israeli army is not to intervene in whatever should occur 
in the camps and the necessity of «purifying» the area of 
fedayin.» 


REUTER PRESS AGENCY 


- Two Hercules-130 Transport planes arrived and 
landed in the morning on the first runway of Beirut In- 
ternational Airport. Military jeeps emerged from them 
and remained for about one hour. A convoy of lorries 
then proceeded from there in the direction of the Sabra 
and Shatila camps filled with unidentifiable soldiers. 
They were seen by bystanders at the Golf Club on the 
airport road. They said that the Soldiers’ outfits varied, 
but that Israeli officers were accompanying them. Press 
correspondents later confirmed that these two airplanes 
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had previously taken off from the military airport built 
by the Israelis near Nabatiyeh. 


- At 3:00 PM that afternoon residents of Shuwayfat 
sighted armed persons including some of Saad Haddad’s 
men on the airport road. 


- Later in the day, members of the Phalange and of 
Haddad’s forces established headquarters at the 
Lebanese University. 


- Foreign medical staff at Gaza Hospital reported that 
they received their first 25 victims from Shatila camp 
who were hit by shelling from two Israeli tanks stationed 
near the Sports Staduim which directed their artillery 
fire at the camp. 


ISRAELI ARMY 
OBSERVATION 
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(MY REGARDS! 
MAY IT BE A HAPPY 
COMRADELY OPERATION!» 


«My Regards! May it be a happy comradely opera- 
tion» are the words with which War Minister Ariel 
Sharon responded to the report given to him by the 


commander of the northern sector forces Maj.-Gen. 
Amir Drori, informing him that the massacre had begun 
in the Shatila camps at 4:00 PM on Thursday, 
September 16, 1982. This was included in a four page 
investigation carried out in Beirut and published by the 
«New York Times» in its issue dated Tuesday, 
September 28, 1982. 


- The harvest of the happy operation. 
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THE FIRST STAGE WAS CARRIED 
OUT IN SILENCE 


On that evening the residents of the camp were taken 
by surprise as their doors were broken down and their 
homes demolished. Heavy handed men carrying axes 
and shovels advanced upon all the members of one 
family after the other. Before they had time to react, 
these men were upon them. Bulldozers accompanied 
them and tore down the houses, crushing everything and 
everyone in them in order to speed up the operation. 
With the coming of dawn, the sound of bullets was 


heard 


AN ISRAELI FLARE EVERY TWO 
MINUTES 


- By Thursday evening, the Israeli seige was firmly 
enforced around the refugee camps. Flares were then 
sent up to light the sky over the camps. A United Na- 
tions report stated that flares were sent up all throughout 
Thursday night. An Israeli soldier told the Israeli 
newspaper «Jerusalem Post» that the artillery unit with 
which he was based in Beirut fired one flare every two 
minutes all throughout Thursday night from sunset to 
dawn lighting up the camp for the militia men. 


- Abu Mohammed; 
83 years old; 


they followed him 
to Sabra. 


- A bullet.... 
an axe.... & 


and torturer’s rope. 


—* 


- Death in chains. 
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FRIDAY - SEPTEMBER 17, 1982 


THE MASSACRE IN DAYLIGHT 
AFTER AN ILLUMINATED 
NIGHT 


«The massacre is proceeding at a quick pace.» Zeev 
Schiff, the military correspondent of «Haaretz» stated 
the above words between 7:00 AM and 8:00 AM on that 
Friday morning. Having heard reports of it from Israelis 
shocked by events in Beirut, he attempted to confirm 
this news. At 10:00 PM that evening he asked a high- 
ranking Israeli official about it. «I later found out that 
this official then took quick action. In other words, the 
massacre began on Thursday evening. I learned of it on 
Friday morning. There is therefore no doubt that others 
knew of it as well.» 


- «Hundreds of Israeli soldiers stood and watched at 
the outskirts of Shatila camp.» This was stated by Loren 
Jenkens, a «Washington Post» correspondent. Members 
of the right-wing militias had forbidden him to enter the 
camp. 

- Saad Haddad spent the whole of Friday in the Beirut 
area. 


- «I contacted the commander of the sector at about 
9:00 AM and told him that things were going on which I 
believed to be out of the ordinary. He came to see me at 
about 11:00 AM and I told him everything. I suggested 
to him that at this stage it was necessary to stop them 
and to allow them to organize themselves, we should not 
permit any additional forces to join them. His answer 
was that he would contact the Chief of Staff.... 
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OFFICERS CONFESSIONS 


DESPITE MY KNOWLEDGE 
[ PERMITTED THEM TO 
REPLENISH THEIR AMMUNITION 


.... Within my hearing, he told him that there was a 
feeling that irregular things were taking place. I did not 
hear the Chief of Staff’s answer, but he said that he 
would come. 


Judge Cohen: We heard an officer’s testimony to the 
effect that he gave you a report between 9:30 AM and 
10:00 AM that morning stating that the Phalangists 


were murdering women and children. 


- Sharon and Eitan display their clean hands. 
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Yaron: I don’t remember. But it is just possible that I 
may have received a report to that effect . 


Judge Cohen: Did you issue orders to stop what was 
going on, to have them stay in their places or to leave the 
camps? 

Yaron: We issued an order for them to stay in their 
places inside. I admit here that the Phalangists asked’ us 
to let them take ammunition into the camps and we 
agreed to that. I agreed to that and also that new 
Phalangist forces be sent into the camps to replace those 
forces already there as some of them were wounded. All 
of this took place between 11:00 AM and midday on 
Friday. 

Judge Barak: I don’t understand. On the one hand, 
you ask them to stop the operation and on the other you 
agree that additional forces be sent in. How can this be 
reconciled? 


Yaron: To cease meant that I wanted to inquire about 
what was going on. After clarification, I meant for them 
to continue . In the afternoon, additional Phalangist 
forces arrived at the airport, but I did not allow them to 
enter until I received new orders from the Chief of Staff 
who was on his way to us. 


Judge Cohen: When did the Chief of Staff arrive? 


Yaron: He arrived between 2:30 PM and 3:00 PM in 
the afternoon. We agreed to meet. in the Phalangist 
headquarters . During the meeting, I asked if irregular 
events had taken place inside the camp. 


Judge Barak presses on: This is a contradictory 
testimony. Here I can say that we have differing 
testimonies. You mention that someone asked at this 
meeting..... 
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THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
CONGRATULATES THEM 


Yaron: Yes, I believe that the Chief of Staff spoke to 
them appreciatively telling them I congratulate you for 
having done a good and splendid piece of work. 


Judge Barak: Did he say that? | 
Yaron: Yes. 
Judge Barak : Then there was no need to cease? 


Yaron: We issued an order at 11:00 AM for the 
operation to cease. After the meeting attended by the 
Chief of Staff, I left with the impression that an order 
was issued to renew the operation until Saturday morn- 


ing, the next day. 


GENERAL YARON’S TESTIMONY BEFORE 
THE ISRAELI INVESTIGATION COMMITEE 
«Haaretz» from the Amman daily «Al-Dastour» 
November 12, 1982. 


THE CHIEF OF STAFF ORDERS 
THE RENEWAL OF THE 
OPERATION 


Judge Barak : The Chief of Staff said that he informed 
the Defense Minister on that evening of his having 
issued orders to stop the operation at noon of that same 
day (Friday). Did he issue an order at around 4:00 PM 
that same afternoon that the operation be renewed? 


Yaron: An order was issued for them to remain until 
the following morning and I understood that there was 


no problem. 


Yaron, examining papers in front of him from which 
he read the following: «TheChief of Staff said that the 
Phalangist men would continue to clean the camps until 
5:00 AM Saturday morning.» 


General Yaron added: «On Friday evening at about 
6:00 PM I received a report from an officer named Yeir 
which stated that the camp residents were fleeing to the 
north and that terrible acts were taking place in the 
camps. Upon this, I gathered the leaders and told them 
that in light of the orders for the Phalangists to leave the 
camps the following morning, we did not want to enable 
them to go into other places. I admit that I did not in- 
form the commander of the sector of the details of officer 


Yeir’s report. 


The next morning I climbed up to the roof of our 
headquarters and from there saw the Phalangists leading 
a group of people dressed in white. They were a team of 
doctors and nurses from Gaza Hospital. The way they 
were being treated sparked my doubts. I rushed over to 
them and the Phalangist men told me that they were 
from the Baader Meinhoff organization. I ordered that 
they let go of them immediately. One of our men went 
and interrogated them. It turned out that they were 


doctors. 


GENERAL YARON’S TESTIMONY BEFORE 
THE ISRAELI INVESTIGATION 


COMMITTEE 
«Haaretz»from the Amman daily«Al-Dastour» 


November 12,1982. 
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MAJOR-GENERAL DRORI: 
WE WERE GOING TO 
SUPPORT THEM 
WITH ARTILLERY 


Judge Cohen: On Thursday, was it agreed that we 
should give the Phalangists assistance? 


Drori: Yes, but only in case they run into problems 
and only with artillery fire. However we absolutely did 
not want to have our troops participate alongside the 
Phalangists in that dirty operation. We met with the 
Phalangist leadership once more on Thursday morning 
and reached the final agreement about their going into 
the camps and we coordinated everything with them. 
They told me at this meeting that there was to be a 
communications officer stationed in one of our units 
based near the camps which was under the command of 
Officer Amos. However at 2:30 PM that afternoon I 
heard from Amos that the communications officer had 
not yet arrived. I later learned that he arrived at 3:30 
PM. 

General Efrat:When did the Phalangist forces begin 
to actually enter West Beirut? 

Drori: At 6:00 PM. All throughout Thursday, I 


received differing reports about the situation and about 
the Phalangists’ entry into the camps. 


THE POSSIBLITY OF A MASSACRE 


Judge Barak: Before then, had anyone discussed with 
you the possibility of a massacre occurring? 

Drori (after long thought): Yes, an officer named 
Reubin talked to me about it. In fact, this possibility did 
come to mind. However I want to emphasize that this 
officer himself, who was in our frontline leadership, 
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never thought for a moment that this possibility which 
he spoke of could in reality take place. I answered the 
officer’s questions by telling him that I did not believe 
that the Phalangist forces could do such a thing because 
our troops were located near them as we previously in- 
formed and warned them. 


Judge Cohen: What about Friday? 


Drori: I received additional reports from OfficerAmos 
about the situation inside the camps. As regards my own 
feelings, I admit that I felt that the Phalangists were not 
cleaning out the houses by normal military standards, 
but instead were firing immediately upon all those in- 
side. 


Judge Barak : Where did you get those feeling? 


Drori: That was just my estimation. We had not yet 
discussed any specific number of dead. There were in- 
dications, however, that irregular and dangerous events 
were occurring inside. Afterwards I spoke with the 
Phalangists’ representative and told Amos to stop the 
Phalangists’ actions. I should point out that the situation 
was not clear. 


Drori added: The order was for them not to advance 
further. I attempted to undertake three steps. I went up 
to the roof of our forces’ frontline headquarters, looked 
over the region of the camps and saw irregular things 
occurring. 

Judge Barak: Did you see civilians leaving the camps? 


Drori: No. I had issued orders to our units based 
near the camp to find out what was going on. However 
the answer we got from them was that they did not really 
know the facts. I also informed Lt.-Gen. Eitan by 
telephone that I had issued orders for the Phalangists to 
be stopped because they had vastly overdone things. The 
Chief of Staff did not comment on my statements but 
said that he would fly into Beirut that afternoon. 
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Judge Cohen: Did your order include sending the 
Phalangists out of the camps? 


Drori: No. I did not order them out of the camps but 
rather forbade their main forces from entering the 
camps. These were stationed with us at Khalde airport 
and were armed with heavy weaponry and tanks. 


The Israeli daily «Maariv» ran the following ironic 
headline over its commentary on General Drori’s 


testimony: 


«The Major-General never knew, heard or saw 
anything of the massacres.» It also expressed astonish- 
ment that «a military man of Major-General Drori’s 
calibre should be betrayed by his memory to this 


extent.» 
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SHARON: WE WERE AFRAID 


«We were afraid of two things. The first was the 2000 
fedayin who stayed in Beirut and the second was the 
7000 militia men from 27 different organizations who 
still had a lot of weaponry. We were afraid that they 
might attempt to close the city and once more build up 
the Palestinian organizations.» 


ABOUT THE ENTRY INTO WEST 
BEIRUT 


«In light of the critical situation which emerged, the 
possibility of taking our forces into West Beirut was 
dicussed. I discussed this with the Prime Minister bet- 
ween 7:00 PM and 8:00 PM in the evening. I also spoke 
to the Chief of staff about this.» 

Despite Judge Barak.’s statement that Minister David 
Levi had warned of a massacre in a cabinet meeting, 
when questioned, Sharon replied: «I heard of the 
massacre for the first time on the night of the Hebrew 
New Year, the evening of September 17, when I 
received a telephone call from the Chief of Staff at my 
home. He was calling from his home. He said that he 
had just returned from Beirut and that during the 
Phalangists’ operations in the refugee camps they had 
killed more civilians than expected.» 


SHARON’S TESTIMONY BEFORE THE 
ISRAELI INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE 


SHARON TREMBLES 


The Israeli daily «Al ha-Mishmam gave the following 
description of Sharon’s appearance while presenting his 
testimony: 

«When the open session began, Sharon appeared 
much affected. His expression was one of anxiety and he 
spoke in a quivering voice. » 
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The Israeli Newspaper «Yediot Aharonot» 
discloses: 


ISRAELI OFFICERS SAW AND 
KNEW 


The following is taken from a report published in 
« Yediot Aharonot» on Tuesday, September 28: 


- From the very start of the massacre (on Thursday 
afternoon)until its end (on Saturday morning), Israeli 
soldiers were based at an observation point (equipped 
with a telescope) on the roof of a five story building and 
at a distance of a few meters from Shatila camp. It was 
possible from this point to see everything going on in the 
camp. 

- Several women living in the camp tried to escape 
through this Israeli observation point. However the 
Israeli soldiers ordered them to return back inside the 
camp. 

Thomas Friedeman,a correspondent for an 
American newspaper, observed from what he saw inside 
the Sabra and Shatila camps that many of the victims 
were all the members of the same family and had been 
slaughtered as they sat down to eat their dinner. Some 
had their throats cut with knives. Some had been beaten 
to death with iron rods. The majority were shot to death. 


- There is «clear proof» that some of Saad Haddad’s 
men participated in the crime. ( Does Saad Haddad’s 
radio «which Israel has nothing to do with» still refer to 
the Palestinian Arab people as «extortionists?») 


- At noon on Thursday, September 16, 1982, before 
the massacre began,a coordinating meeting was held 
between four leaders of the Israeli army, headed by the 
commander of the northern sector, Amir Drori, and two 
Phalangist leaders, Fadi Faris and the Phalangist in- 
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telligence officer, Elie Hobeika. During this meeting, 
they organized the Phalangist «operation» for the 
Palestinian camps. At this meeting, Hobeika was ap- 
pointed as commander of the operation. It should be 
noted that, as reported in the «New York Times,» it is well 
known in the Israeli army that Hobeika was trained in 
Israel, had participated in the massacre at Tal El Zaater 
and wanted to «avenge» the death of Beshir Gemayel 
whom he was responsible for guarding. At the end of the 
above-mentioned meeting, Major-General Drori con- 
tacted War Minister Ariel Sharon and informed him of 
the following: «Our comrades, the Phalangists, are 
moving into the camps. We have coordinated their entry 
together with their leadership.» Ariel Sharon answered 
him by saying»: «My regards! May it be a happy com- 
radely operation.» 


- At 4:30 PM on Friday, September 17, 1982, another 
meeting was held between Amir Drori and the 
Phalangist leadership. The decisions taken at this 
meeting were just the opposite of what Sharon claimed. 
Sharon later stated that the leadership of the Israeli army 
ordered the Phalangists to stop their operations in the 
camps. However the truth as disclosed in an investiga- 
tion published by the «New York Times» was just the op- 
posite. At that meeting the Phalangists requested addi- 
tional time to «clean up the area.» The Israeli leadership 
then decided to grant them this extra time despite their 
full knowledge of what was going on in the camps 
throughout Thursday night and Friday. 

On Friday morning, September 17, 1982, the Chief 
of Staff, Lt.-Gen. Raphael Eitan, arrived at the Israeli 
observation post near Shatila camp and listened to a 
report from his subordinate officers informing him that 
«inside the camps, a wipe-out is going on.» 


«Al-Ittihad» (Israeli Communits Party Newspaper)October sr 1982 
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(Certainly some of them were residents of Haifa and 
other cities, who had fled from death, their dining-table 
still loaded with dishes of food and their cups of coffee 
still full. The death from which they fled 34 years ago to 
this place caught up with them here.) 


Lieutenant Avi Grabovsky confirmed this in his 
testimony before the Israeli investigation committee 
(which was not fully disclosed) when he stated that from 
his base he saw Lebanese militia members kill five 
women and children on the morning of September 17. 
He asked one of the militia members what the reasons 
for the massacre were. The reply was that «pregnant 
women here only give birth to terrorists.» 


This is to reminiscent of Golda Meir’s notorious 
statement: «I can not sleep whenever I imagine a new 


Palestini irth.» 
alestinian birt 34 


THE ZIONIST LEADERS LIE TO 
EACH OTHER 


Israeli Radio followed the news of the Israeli army’s 
advance. At 10:12 PM Thursday evening the Israeli 
army radio announced that the army had established 
control over Beirut. BBC broadcasted this news and 
added another item taken from the same source: «The 
army does not intend to purify the neighboring Sabra 
and Shatila refugee camps tonight as it has been decided 
that this purification task is to fall upon the members of 


the mlitias.» 


After that and throughout the whole of Friday Israeli 
Radio ignored all news of events in Beirut except for a 
news item that the Israeli forces were stationed at all the 
entries to the camps and at the main intersections of the 
capital. 

Only on Saturday did Israel admit to what had taken 
place and officials insisted that they had had «no direct 
knowledge of blood baths in Beirut.» 


Afterwards military sources declared that members of 
the militias «had entered the camps by a side road.» 
Only on Monday did the military officials announce that 
they had officially allowed the rightists to enter the 
camps. 

On Wednesday, Sharon told the Knesset that he 
allowed the militia men to enter the camps after they 
promised not to harm civilians and especially women, 
children and the elderly..... 

On September 27, 1982 the «Jerusalem Post» confirmed 
that Major-General Drori had seen a telegram sent by 
the head of Phalangist units inside Shatila to the Israeli 
leadership on Thursday evening, September 16, 1982 
which stated: «The result of our operations has so far 
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been the killing of 300 civilians and terrorists.» 


«AL Sharg» 
September 29, 1982 


The succeeding communiques issued by the Israeli 
leadership became gradually clearer. When _ the 
ministers protested at their not having known anything 
of the task of the special forces and Begin announced 
that he himself was surprised by the latest news,the 
Minister of Transport, Mordechai Zippori, then em- 
barrassed him by stating that he personally had inform- 
ed Foreign Minister Shamir on Friday morning that a 
massacre had taken place the preceding night in Beirut. 


Afterwards, as new facts emerged daily, as officers 
stationed in Beirut came forward with statements and as 
confirmation came from many soldiers based there, the 


Israeli lie became apparent to all. 


Reagan’s first reaction to the Israeli army entering 
West Beirut was to try to justify it by stating: 


«The Israeli army was subjected to attacks by 
members of the leftist forces in the city....» 
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It should be noted that this contradicted official White 
House communiques which criticized the Israeli forces 
for going into West Beirut. 


Naturally America’s role was not restricted to 
Reagan’s impressions. America put all its weight 
behind Israel in the war and thereby strengthened Israel 
by giving it a green light for whatever course of action it 
should take. America also took upon itself to guarantee 
the security of the camps after the departure of the 
fighters from Beirut. In addition it insisted that the 
multinational forces withdraw as quickly as possible so 
that even the short time period set for them by the 
United Nations and the evacuation agreements (30 
days) was not fulfilled. (The multinational forces stayed 
in Beirut foyl16 days.) 

This is in addition to news reports that Draper 
(Special U.S. Envoy Philip Habib’s assistant) had con- 
firmed knowledge of the massacre at an early time while 
it was still taking place without him having taken any 
measures to stop it. What is one to conclude??? 


BEGIN AND MASSACRES: 
FROM THE FORTIES TILL THE 
EIGHTIES 


The Israeli war of annihilation killed, arrested, 
dispossessed, destroyed and exterminated everything in 
its path. «Nabatiyeh is a corner of Hell.» Thus was 
Nabatiyeh, in south Lebanon, described by the Israeli 
officer who led an armoured brigade against it. 

«In Ain El-Helweh, the destruction is astounding and 
the survivors from death and arrest are few.» 

«For a moment you imagine that you are viewing a 
surrealistic painting.» 


AMNON KAPELIOUK. 
«AL ha-Mishmar» JULY 16, 1982 
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THE DEIR YASSIN MASSACRE: 
A STRATEGICALLY 
IMPORTANT ACT 


Massacres were used as a tool of war long before this 
war. Israel’s history is full of known and unknown 
massacres. One hundred and ninety villages were totally 
destroyed and all of their inhabitants forced to flee. This 
is in addition to the damage done to all the villages and 
cities in Palestine through the destruction of houses, 
dispossession of inhabitants and arrest in the late forties. 


For example, the Deir Yassin massacre which occur- 
red on April 10, 1948 under the command of Shamir in 
which 300 inhabitants of the village, all those present at 
the time, were murdered. Menahim Begin, then leader 
of the Irgun gang (an armed zionist gang existing before 
1948), commented on the massacre by saying: «The oc- 
cupation of Deir Yassin was a strategically important 
act. The honour of having participated in it was not that 
ofthe Irgun alone but also that of Stern gang and an 
artillery unit of the Palmach, (another of the pre-1948 
zionist armed gangs).» 


BEGIN: WE ARE FORCED TO USE 
THESE METHODS 


Begin, many years later in a television interview with 
David Hirst, Middle East correspondent of the British 
daily the «Guardian,» answered a question about his 
crimes at the King David Hotel and other places by say- 
ing: «The use of such violent means was necessary in 
order to arrive at our political goals as quickly as possi- 
ble.» 


40 


SHARON PLANNED AND 
CARRIED OUT THE QIBIEH 
MASSACRE 


In order to complete the picture of the three leaders of 
Israel, it should be pointed out that Sharon personally 
was behind the Qibieh massacre in the West Bank in 
which 54 children were murdered. 


GOD HAVE MERCY ON THEM 


In Kufr Qasim at 3:00 PM on October 29, 1956, 
Commanding Officer Shadmi told his soldiers two hours 
before the start of the massacre: «God have mercy on 
them - no emotions, arrests or wounded.» 


The investigation committee, however, arrived at no 
definitive conclusion. The Israeli newspaper «Haaretz» 
reported a few days later that the wages of the soldiers 
who had committed the crime were increased 50%. 


It is not strange that these methods resemble to a great 
degree those used by the Nazis and other fascists, not 
only superficially, but also in the very essence of their 
aims and intentions. The difference between fascism and 
zionism is basically that the first served capitalist in- 
terests in one specific country whereas the second served 
the Jewish bourgeoisie in its capacity as a trusted servant 
of world imperialism, a military power ready and willing 
to act for world imperialist interests in one of the world’s 
most important regions. 
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West Bank 


- From the West Bank to Lebanon 


- Israeli civilization! 


- To the new Buchenwald. 
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EYEWITNESSES 


WHAT DID THEY SEE? 
WHAT DID THEY HEAR? 


Those who were there and somehow escaped death 
saw and understood much. Let us hear what they have 


to say. 


- At 5:00 PM on September 16, Milad Farouk (aged 
11) arrived at Gaza Hospital. He had sustained gunshot 
wounds in his arms and legs. His parents and older 
brother had been killed. The child said that his family 
was watching television when the rightist militias broke 
into their house and opened fire. 


- Kafa Anis (of Lebanese nationality, lives with her 
husband and children in an area called Hursh Shatila. 
She is employed at a private Lebanese hospital.) She 
stated: «On Friday, I went to the vicinity of the camps to 
check on my children. On arriving, I and my sister-in- 
law were detained by armed men at the entrance to 
Shatila camp. I told them that I’m Lebanese and work in 
a hospital, but no one would listen. Rather they put us 
among a large group of other detainees and ordered us 
to dance, run and keep looking at the sky while they 
swore at us. They ordered us to head towards the 
Kuwaiti Embassy. We were walking along the main 
road where the bodies of men, women, children and 
elderly were piled on both sides of the road. 


As we walked along they put a shoe in the mouth of 
every young man detained. I was thirsty and asked one 
of the armed men for some water to quench my thirst. 
He replied that I would drink from a «well of blood.» At 
first I was taken aback but not when we had gone about 
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half-way down the road between the Kuwaiti Embassy 
and the entrance to Shatila. There the blood was literally 
flowing along the road as if a pipe of water had burst 
open. 

At this place they told the men to go up the hill which 
faces the embassy. They made them lie down on their 
stomachs in a row and began to walk on them. Once 
more I asked another of the armed men to let me go as 
I’m a woman and a Lebanese-He answered : «So now 
you’ve become Lebanese. Aren’t your husband and son 
fighting alongside the Palestinians?» I strongly denied 
that but it didn’t get me any where. 


- Was the accent of all the armed men Lebanese? 


- No. I heard words spoken which were not Arabic 
and noticed that those speaking other than our language 
spoke in whispers. A lot of people are saying that the 
Israeli army had something to do with all of this. I 
observed another indication of this. I saw with my own 
eyes several Israeli vehicles between the entrance to 
Shatila and the Kuwaiti Embassy. 


- How did you know they were Israeli? 


- I’ve seen that kind of vehicle with the same symbols 
on them in other areas of Lebanon. 


- How did they finally let you go? 


- After being detained for four hours, a high-level 
Israeli officer arrived. You could tell that he was of high 
rank because all the soldiers saluted him when he arriv- 
ed. He did not speak at all but rather he used his hands 
to indicate we were too many people. Right after that, 
one of the armed men told us in broken Arabic that «an 
Israeli pardon has been granted for you.» 


- Her son Hatem, age 13, for whom she had returned 
to the camp, was hiding in the emergency room of Akka 
Hospital. 
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- What happened, Hatem? 


- On Thursday night, we began to hear screaming 
from inside the camp. People started saying that military 
men had come into the camp. So I fled to the hospital 
thinking that it could not be harmed. However the 
armed men soon came in by the back entrance. I hid 
close to it. As the night went on , Israeli tanks were 
coming and going along the main road. 


- Did you hear any loudspeakers? 
- I heard loudspeakers call out: «The Israeli Defence 


Army. Everybody! Fighters! Surrender and you will not 
be harmed.» 


- Hatem, doesn’t the Israeli army use the term ‘ter- 
rorist’? 

- I was surprised that they used the word ‘fighter’. 

- Did you hear shooting from inside the camp? 


- After midnight. But I didn’t know who was shooting 
and I knew that there weren’t any fedayin in the camp. 


- Were there many dead bodies? 

- They were stacked up in piles. I saw the military 
men putting a booby-trapped car on top of every pile of 
bodies. 


— Khalid Deeb (of Lebanese nationality, resident of a 
building located at the entrance to Sabra from the direc- 
tion of Fakhani. He was detained on that Friday morn- 
ing.) He said: 

On that morning, I stayed at home although I had 
heard of a massacre taking place from people fleeing 
Shatila. I stayed because I am a civilian, have nothing to 
do with politics and don’t belong to any party or 
organization. I thought that being Lebanese I wouldn’t 
come to any harm. 
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- After dragging them.... the blind hate. 


But that belief disappeared at 6:00 AM of that Friday 
when armed men arrived at our area. They spoke very 
crudely and told us to come out. Their accent was 
Lebanese. We came out thinking that they would only 
check our identity cards. To our surprise, they told us to 
walk in front of them. 

- How many people were detained? 

- I couldn’t tell you exactly how many, but I would 
estimate somewhere between seven and eight thousand 
people. 

- Only men? 

- They didn’t make an exception of anyone- women, 
children, old people, Lebanese and Palestinian- It made 


no difference. 


- And how many armed men would you estimate there 
were? 


- About 500. 


- Did they wear any particular badges on their 
military uniforms? 


- I noticed that some of them had a foreign badge on 
their shoulder. 


- What happened after that? 


- They told us to walk three by three. We walked to 
the end of the road from Sabra and Shatila to the main 
road in front of the Kuwaiti Embassy. I saw hundreds of 
dead bodies spread out here and there. I noticed the 
corpse of a man I knew. He was blind. He lost his 
eyesight when he was a child. When we arrived at the 
Kuwaiti Embassy we heard loudspeakers from the top of 
the officers’ houses calling in broken Arabic: «All are to 
go to the sports stadium, to the football field.» 


- The eyewitness continues: We went on walking. 
When we arrived a shell was fired at our front rows and 
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heavy machine-gun fire followed it. Some of us were 
killed. Afterwards we heard a new call saying, «All go 
home.» 


- Who carried out the massacre? 


- Israel gave the instructions and some of the 
Damourites (Phalangists from the town of Damour) 
carried them out. 


- Do you know any of them? 


- No, but one of the Christians who entered the 
building where I live was carrying a club in his hand and 
we asked him why he was carrying it. He answered that 
it was to open the houses of Damour. 


— Sa’id Qabani (of Lebanese nationality, wounded by 
shrapnel from the shell fired at the sports staduim) con- 
firmed the statements of his neighbor and added that he 
saw some of the armed men wearing a badge upon which 
was written «Army of Free Lebanon.» — 


Sheikh Salman al-Khalil said:«The victims were 
many. I continued to carry out my religious duties for a 
whole week. On the first day of the week, I prayed for 
the souls of 113 bodies. On the second day, I prayed 
over 85 bodies. On the other five days, the number 
varied between 60 to 70 bodies each day. Two days after 
that week I was called to pray for the souls of 23 bodies. I 
buried some 70 bodies in the «Rawdat Al Shahidayn» 
Cemetary. Most of them were from South Lebanon and 
the Baalbek region. Everyone knows, of course, that 
they included 30 bodies from the Miqdad family (a well 
known Lebanese family). I also held religious services 
over bodies I found in the Janah region. I asked if a 
massacre had been done there. Some of the medical staff 
told me that these were the bodies of people who were 
wounded and tried to reach the hospitals on foot, but 
their blood loss was too great and they were martyred. 
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THE NEW NAZI OVENS 


Some of the corpses were in fact those of children and 
elderly people. The mutilation of their bodies caught my 
attention. There were some corpses with burns just like 
those burned earlier by phosphorous bombs. 


Myself alone, I prayed over more than this number of 
victims, (referring to the above-mentioned figures). In 
addition, some of the Red Cross officials who were tak- 
ing the corpses away told me that they were registering 
those with identifying documents in their pockets, but 
that those without I.D’s had not been registered. 


Interviews from «Al Shiraa»magazine 
October 18, 1982 


A Woman who survived said that she and other 
women and some children had found themselves sur- 
rounded and forced to sit on a patch of sand under the 
open sky. The rightists killed any woman who screamed 
or complained. Correspondents, including a Reuters 
correspondent, saw the patch of sand which was and still 
is mixed with blood. 


«Ra’t Al-‘Aam» 
September 23, 1982 


OPEN CRIMES 


In Helsinki, a Finnish doctor, Yohani Payula 
described Israel’s actions as inhuman and criminal. He 
stated that Tel Aviv has set itself the task of physically 
exterminating the Palestinian people and transforming 
Lebanon into a dependency of Israel. 


I WILL NEVER FORGET 


«I will never forget the people of Shatila and Sabra. 
Justice must be achieved for all. Justice will take its 
course.» This was statedby Ellen Siegel an American 
nurse of the Jewish faith,who had come as a volunteer to 
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work in Gaza Hospital, in a dialogue with Aharon Barak 
a member of the Israeli committee for investigation into 
the massacre in the Palestinian refugee camps in Beirut. 


This was at an open session for hearing additional 


testimonies. 


The second witness, a Malaysian woman doctor with 
British nationality, Sue Tchai Ang said that the wound- 
ed began coming down to Gaza Hospital on the morning 
of September 16, but with the coming of night they 
«flooded» there in masses and that she did not stop 
working until the next morning. 


She added: «We were a small team of 22 foreigners 
doing our best throughout 72 hours without sleep or 
food. We treated about 30 people, then they began to die 
by the thousands.» 


Ang made it clear that the first of the wounded to ar- 
rive at the hospital was a woman brought in at 10:00 
AM.She had sustained gunshot wounds having been 
fired upon from a far distance. She added however that 
the wounded who began to come in the afternoon had 
wounds inflicted from very close distance. 


The third witness was Paul M. a British doctor who 
said that the camp residents told him on Friday morn- 
ing, September 17, that the Phalangist men were break- 
ing into homes and slaughtering everyone in sight. «The 
camp residents were saying incomprehensible things; 
they were terrified. They didn’t know if they were com- 
ing or going. People were leaving the hospital after hav- 
ing put only bandaids on their faces. Some were rushing 
into the hospital and taking away their children, 
seriously wounded only a short time before, to run in the 
streets with them.» 


He continued: «The Phalangists arrived at the 
hospital on Saturday morning and made all of those 
working there leave.» 
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THEY COULD SEE EVERYTHING 


An ABC correspondent who investigated the 
massacre focused attention upon the Israeli forces’ 
observation post which faced the Sabra and Shatila 
camps. From this vantage point, it was easily possible 
for any Israeli officer, using a nightviewing telescope to 
know exactly what was happening in the camps at any 
hour of the night or day. (The massacre was carried out 
‘in three stages- one of them being in broad daylight). 
This correspondent refused to accept that the observa- 
tion post was innocent as to what was happening to the 
camp residents. 


Eyewitnesses added that on Friday, at the end of the 
massacre, they met on the road to Damour, a convoy of 
between 30 to 40 dark green Toyota military jeeps. They 
had no license plates and only 3 of them showed the 
Phalangist emblem. In each jeep sat approximately ten 
people in military uniform without any distinct mark- 
ings. What caught the attention of the eyewitnesses was 
that the appearance of most of these military men was 
not Eastern; they were for the most part of fair complex- 
ion with red, tossled hair. 


ISRAELI SOLDIERS: WE KNEW 
BUT DID NOTHING, 
THE LEADERSHIP KNEW AND 
WELCOMED 


On September 23, «Haaretz» printed an interview 
which their correspondent conducted with two Israeli 
soldiers from the special unit which participated in 
besieging Shatila camp. Both of them verified that it was 
possible to stop the massacre from Thursday evening, 
September 16. They said that Palestinian women came 
to the base and told them that Phalangist gangs were fir- 
ing upon their children, forcing the men to get into lor- 
ries and taking them away. The soldier added: «I in- 
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formed my commanding officer and his reply was ‘Ze 
Beseder’ (allright), don’t worry. My instructions then 
were to tell the women to go back to their homes.» 


- Dough for Begin’s bread. 


They were sending people down into holes and then a 
bulldozer filled the holes with earth. After that, the 
bulldozer began to mix the earth and people together. 


This was stated by Huda, aged 9, and her brother, 
Mahmoud, aged 11, who along with one other brother 
and their mother, were the sole survivors from a family 
of eleven persons. 


The dazed mother said that she had found her son 
dead, stabbed with iron rods. She found her still younger 
son (aged 1 year) burned to death and only recognized 
him by his shoes. Her husband had been struck on his 
head with an axe while lying in his bed. 


- a private interview. 


WHY DID THEY NOT TREAT 
THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN? 


I met a doctor from the Israeli army carrying the rank 
of captain. He spoke about Palestinian women who car- 
ried their small children and reached the Israeli army’s 
first aid station located on the «green line» between East 
and West Beirut, blood flowing from both the women 
and their children. The women had arrived at the station 
only after tremendous difficulties, dueto their grave in- 
juries. 

The Captain doctor said that he was greatly affected 
by this scene in which many of the children were on the 
verge of death due to their great blood loss. The women 
told him in tears that Saad Haddad’s men were firing 
upon everyone in sight in both the camps and that hun- 
dreds had been killed. 
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The Rape of Childhood 


A Palestinian woman told the above-mentioned doc- 
tor that her husband and sons were all killed and her 
ten-year-old daughter was raped by Haddad’s men in 
front of her after they had torn off all of the child’s 
clothing. After raping the child, they shot tens of bullets 
into her head, thereby completely crushing it. They then 
dragged away the girl’s naked body and threw it outside 
the house. This woman is the only remaining survivor of 
her family. 


From an article entitled: 

«Israel’s Responsibility for the Massacre Is Not 
Only a Moral Responsibility.» 

by Yehushua Sobul 

originally printed in «Al ha-Mishmar» 


reproduced in the Jordanian «Al-Dastour», October 
6, 1982 


-« Palestinians must be killed before they grow up»- an officer 


of Begin’s allies, the Phalangists. 
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ELIE HOBEIKA— AGENT OF 
ISRAEL AND AMERICA 


In an article written by Loren Jenkens in the 
«Washington Post» it was reported, according to informed 
sources from within the US administration, that there 
was a relationship between the C.I.A. and those who 
committed the massacre. It states: «A CIA office was set 
up in Beirut for ‘the exchange of information and 
communications’ with the intelligence services of the 
Lebanese military units. This same Elie Hobeika was 
appointed director of this office. 


Furthermore, the Israeli newspaper «Yediot Aharonot» 
reported that Elie Hobeika, age 28, was one of the first 
members of the initial Phalangist group that went to 
Israel secretly for training in 1976 and received training 
from the Mossad and the Israeli army. He was one of the 
people closest to Beshir Gemayel. It should be noted that 
Elie Hobeika appeared on Israeli television after the 
Sabra and Shatila massacres and admitted his participa- 
tion in leading the militias which perpetrated those 
crimes against the Lebanese and Palestinian residents of 
Sabra and Shatila. 


«Nida’ Al-Watan», the central newspaper of the 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 
reported from reliable Arab and Lebanese sources that 
the Phalangist militias who carried out the Sabra and 
Shatila massacres advanced from two directions. The 
first came directly from East Beirut. The second was 
from inside the zionist entity to Beirut airport by means 
of three Israeli aircraft. These Israeli agents were com- 
prised mainly of Damourite Phalangists. They each 
wore three military uniforms, one over the other, the 
first Phalangist, the second that of Saad Haddad’s 
militias and the third Israeli. 
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Both Fadi Afram, the commanding officer of the 
«Lebanese Forces» militias, and Elie Hobeika, the head 
of Phalangist intelligence services, disclosed before the 
Lebanese committee for investigation of the Sabra and 
Shatila massacre (headed by Military General Pro- 
secuter As’ad Jarmanus) that the Israeli War Minister 
Sharon «asked the Phalangists to carry out a massacre in 
one of the Palestinian camps in south Lebanon at the 
beginning of July.» At the time, however, the 
Phalangists proposed to Sharon that Israel do it herself. 
Sharon’s direct response was that «he could not have 
that done by the Israeli army.» 


Afram and Hobeika added that they asked Sharon to 
clarify the aim behind his request. In response, Sharon 
said that it was «to create terror and widespread emigra- 
tion among Palestinians as took place in 1948. Secandly, 
so that the Phalangists participate in the war alongside 
the Israeli army in implementation of a decision taken 
by the Israeli government in mid-June.» 


The records of the Lebanese committee, headed by 
Jarmanus. 
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Buchenwald. 


«What happened in Lebanon is the same as what the 
Nazis did to the French town of Uradur.» 


President Mitterand 


«The current leadership of Israel is semi-fascist.» 
President Kreisky 


«What Israel is doing is far worse than that done by 
the fascists and Nazis in Europe. It can only be termed 


«Beginism».» 
The President of the French-Arab Friendship 


Committee 
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